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hile concretisation of

cities may be in-

evitable, trees have the
tenacity to survive the on-
slaught of urbanisation. Na-
ture has its own survival
strategies in face of adversities
and trees too are no excep-
tion. The Woods Museum
cum Interpretation Centre
(WMIC), housed in the
sprawling campus of Institute
of Wood Science and Technol-
‘ogy, was thrown open to the
public three years ago. Itis the
only wood museum in the
southern part of the country.
The scientists at the museum
have put together interesting
sections of the ecology that
take the onlooker through
facts about how plants ,
breathe, fall sick and need to
be treated back to life and why
itis important to work to-
wards environmental conser-
vation. :

DrV Ramakantha, director,
Institute of Wood Science and
Technology points out, “The
museum is the result of a
group of scientists who have
dedicated their life to reviving
the tree culture in India.
Ask them just about any-
thing under thesun
about trees or the
conservation of
wood and they
have a ready
explanation.”
Ramakantha
states that he
and his team
of scientists
work to res-
cuetrees and
carry forward re-
search in understand-

7
y

ing how waste wood can be
converted into something use-
ful and productive. “Study of
diversity in seeds of trees and
tree preservation tops our
conversation efforts. We have
- also had a breakthrough in
- discovering how waste wood
can be mixed with plastic to
create long-lasting products,”
he adds.
Shakti Chauhan, a scientist
who was instrumental in con-
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ceptualising the museum, says
wood is often associated with
a carpenter and people sel-

-dom take interest to under-

stand the science of wood.
The various colourful panels
in the museum give people a
peek into the world of wood
like evolution of woody trees,
ecosystem functions of trees
and the man-wood saga. An-
other section depicts how
wood is systematically dissect-
ed from its macro form to cell
ultra structureand
chemical con-
stituents. “No
two cell struc-
turesin a single
piece of wood is
the same. And

| the two differ-

v ent surfaces of
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bark of a362-year-old teak
wood tree and (top right) a
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the same piece of wood also
look different,” explains Shak-
ti. He thinks wood must be
treated with a chemical called
Copper Chrome Arsenic
(CCA) before itis used. “Wood
that is not treated with this
chemical deteriorates with the
passage of time and gets eaten
by insects. That’s why you find
wooden door panels in your
house being eaten into by in-
sects,” adds Shakti.

Another part of the muse-
um showcases diverse prod-
ucts of wood. A model shows

~ how rural energy needs could
met by generating electricity
from wood gasification. There
is also a wing that captures

and preserves insects that eat
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into wood and the last one
stocks paper specimens from
different wooden materials
and engineered wood prod-

_ucts. Pankaj Agarwal, anoth-

er scientist, points out they
have begun to make inroads
into mixing wood and plastic
to make attractive eco-friendly
products. “This will reduce
consumption of plastic and
encourage people to use prod-
ucts that don’t harm the envi-
ronment. We should grew
wood and use it effectively,”
notes Pankaj. The museum,
located in 18th Cross,
Malleswaram, is open on all
days from 10 am to 5 pm. En-
try s free. :
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