The Hindu 

25 January 2004
Red sanders seized

CHENNAI JAN. 24. Acting on a tip-off, officers of the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI), Chennai, have seized 17.5 tonnes of red sanders. 

According to M. Veeraiyan, Additional Director-General, the international value of the red sanders, which were seized on Wednesday, was Rs. 70 lakhs. Two containers were booked for transport to Mumbai in the name of a Chennai-based company. The containers were said to contain plastic granules. 

Investigation revealed that the consignor company did not exist in the given address. The contraband was kept on a rented open yard on the outskirts of the city, brought to a container customs freight station for transport to Mumbai for export. The transporters and persons who let out the storage place have been identified. Efforts are on to locate the brokers who arranged the transport and also the brain behind the smuggling racket. 

So far, in the current financial year, 74 tonnes of red sanders valued about Rs. 3 crores was seized by the Directorate in six cases when attempts were made to smuggle the logs through the Chennai, Tuticorin and Mumbai ports. Four persons were arrested and two of them detained under the COFEPOSA (Conservation of Foreign Exchange and Prevention of Smuggling Activities) Act, 1974.
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Thursday, Mar 11, 2004
Red sanders seized

TIRUPATI, MARCH 10. Forest Department guards seized a Maruti van along with red sanders at Mamandur near Chittoor-Cuddapah border late on Tuesday night. The vehicle, bearing a Karnataka registration number, was coming from Kodur towards Renigunta when guards, attached to the Mamandur section, led by D. Adam, Deputy Range Officer, chased it and forced it to a halt. While the inmates of the van made good their escape, the 13 logs worth Rs.15,000 were seized.
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