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Red sanders worth Rs 8 lakh seized at Red Hills

CHENNAI: Suburban police officials seized more than 700 kg of red sanders worth about Rs 8 lakh and arrested three men during a routine check at Red  Hills on Sunday night. The exotic wood hidden under a cover of water packets was being transported in a small truck. The three arrested were identified as Noor Mohammed (30), Satish (28) and Raja (32). 

According to police officials, the men were travelling in their truck on the Red Hills-Ponneri High Road when they were stopped by police officials near the Mundiyamman Nagar junction. A thorough search of the vehicle revealed the red sanders concealed inside. The men were bound for a godown in Ambattur where the smuggled goods were to be stored before being sold. The initial inquiries told the officials that the men had been carrying out the trade for the past three months along the stretch. 

C. Subramani, inspector of police, Red Hills, said, "We suspect that the men got the wood from smugglers near the Andhra Pradesh border. We were on night patrol and were conducting routine checks when we found the red sanders inside the vehicle." Officials said that they were still investigating and suspect that other bigger players could be involved in the racket. 

Red sanders is the smugglers' item of choice because of its easy availability here and its high value in many East and South-East Asian countries. The wood's demand is fuelled by the fact that it is used to make many musical instruments. 

Chennai has become a hub for red sanders smuggling in recent years because of its proximity to the reserve forests in the areas on the Tamil Nadu-Andhra Pradesh where the wood is available in plenty. Despite customs officials and police making several seizures in recent times, police sources said, the smuggling of red sanders was still rampant. 

A senior police official said, "The wood is stored in discreet godowns or in farm houses in the city's suburbs. From there it is then smuggled to the Chennai port and then taken out of the country. The smugglers usually register a container stating that it would be used to export a particular item. Once the customs seal is given, the containers are taken to the storage godowns and the lock is expertly cut without tampering the seal. The red sanders are loaded inside. In most cases, when the seal is not tampered with, it passes through during customs checks." 

The last seizure of red sanders was made in November 2008 by customs officials at the Chennai port. In that case, red sanders worth Rs 40 lakh were seized from a Malaysia-bound ship by officials who had to call back the ship which was already on its way. An inspection revealed the smuggled goods. 
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Seized cargo was tampered with red sanders: official

MANGALORE: A consignment of 462 logs of red sanders weighing 12,140 kg seized from a container at the container yard of New Mangalore Port on April  1, 2008 by sleuths of Directorate of Revenue Intelligence was tampered, Ajith Kumar, commissioner, Central Excise Commissionerate, said here on Tuesday. 

The contraband was worth Rs 45.86 lakh. The container was tampered en route from packing unit to New Mangalore Port. Speaking at a press conference on the occasion of Central Excise Day 2009, he said officials of his department had duly inspected the cargo loaded at the packing unit, certified it as genuine cargo, and sealed the container accordingly. 

"We do not escort the container from the packing unit to the port premises, and unscrupulous elements taking advantage of this, have tampered with the cargo en route," he said. 

K Kesavan, joint commissioner of central excise, said the container loaded at the packing unit normally takes one hour to reach the port premises. "However on that day, the container reached the port a good half day later," he said. People who tampered with the container and stuffed it with red sanders have done so without tampering the seal, Kesavan noted. 

The 462 logs of red sanders weighing 12,140 kg were seized by a team of DRI officers headed by O Mohammed Ashraf, assistant director, DRI, under the supervision of R Venkataraman, additional director general, DRI, Bangalore. The enforcement wing, in a follow up action on April 2 seized rose wood, logs of red sanders and small quantity of sandalwood valued approximately at Rs 25 lakh from a godown at Yedapadavu. 

DRI sleuths on intelligence carried out the action at the container yard that M/s Hibathulla Enterprises, Mangalore, were smuggling red sanders in export cargo. The goods to be exported to Dubai, in the seven containers of the company were declared as roofing tiles. All the containers when subjected to detailed search revealed red sanders kept above two layers of roofing tiles loaded at the bottom of the container. 

The value of the seized contraband is worth Rs 48.56 lakh in Indian market. B Mohammad Harris, owner of the company, resident of Coelho Road, Falnir and Shahir Mohammed, his assistant from Kannur, Kerala, were arrested and remanded in judicial custody on April 3.
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