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Red sanders wood in high demand abroad

Feb. 14: The state government is earning crores of rupees by selling red sanders confiscated from smugglers to East Asian countries.  Red sanders is in high demand in Singapore and Hong Kong where it is used to manufacture furniture, musical instruments and toys. The latest auction of red sanders itself has earned the state government about Rs 55 crore.  Companies of Singapore, Hong Kong and the United Arab Emirates emerged as the highest bidders in the auction conducted by the forest department on Friday.  “We shifted all the confiscated red sanders to depots and called for global tenders,” said the principal chief conservator of forests, Mr C. Siva Sanker Reddy.  Red Sanders grows mostly in Chittoor, Kadapa, Nellore and Kurnool districts in the state and most of the smugglers were caught in these areas.  It is being smuggled out of the state and Tamil Nadu from Chennai and other ports “We sold more than 2,022 tonnes and each tonne costs Rs 5 lakh to Rs 7 lakh depending on the grade,” said Mr Siva Sanker Reddy. “It is used mostly to make toys, furniture, cabinet walls, panelling and musical instruments.” 

Singapore-based Jamraj Enterprises bid Rs 7 lakh for A-grade red sanders and Rs 6 lakh for B-grade variety. Singapore-based Power Grip Resources and Hong Kong-based Ocean Trading Company also won the bids. The C-grade red sanders was bought by local companies. A few days ago three officials were suspended at Tirupati for their involvement in red sanders smuggling.
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